b

plea fails |

THE appeal to the King of
Spain by a Rhondda man has
failed and Alan Jones must
continue the seven years
sentence he received after
being found guilty of
smuggling hashish.

Alan has heard, almost &
vear after the “indulto par-
ticutar’', appeal for
forgiveness, was entered on
his behaif, that it had not
heen granted. .The indulto

was backed with a letter from
his brother Norman Jones, of

Leslie Street, Porth, to the
King. :

They had hopgd he would
be home last Christmas, then
that it would be in the spring.

The news that Alan would

* not be home this year has

upset his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Jim Jones. of Wyndham
Street, Pentre. ‘I was really
distressed,” Mrs. Jones said.
“l had really set my heart on
it that he was coming home
any time. We went out and
bought a new bed last year
and his room is ready for
him.”

In a recent letter home Alan
says he has got over this dis-
appointment and is hopeful of
being home in-eight months.

Since being transferred to a
prison -in Madrid, ‘Alan has
been working on the psy-
chiatric wing of the prison
hospital. Although he is on
call 24 hours a day, he has a
room of his own and his con-
ditions are better than fhey
have been. for a long time.

Alan was arrested in July,
1978 in Cueuta, Spanish
Moroceo, and charged with
smuggling 801bs,of hasish

protested hi= infocence
saving the drugs were planted
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BLEAK PICTURE of the way the Youth Oppc

Programme is working in the Rhondda was painted in a |

BBC 2's Newsnight programme this week.

‘An investigation
showed how in some
cases the scheme offers
the employers the op-
portunities not young
people. But the careers
adviser for Rhondda
feels the programme
was unfeir.

A garage owner admitted he
had ‘empioyed’ a stream of
YOP youngsters over the past
few years — while at the same
time he had reduced his stafi
from 21 to seven.

Also in the programme, the
proprietor of a hairdressing
salon admitted to offering
places to one youngster after
another withouf there being
any chance of them being
offered a proper appren-
ticeship.

Iin both these cases, the
scheme has provided
employers with extra pairs of

hands — free of charge,
because youngsters employed

under the scheme are paid

from Government money.

And at the same time, in the
case of the garage, the
scheme is actually poaching
full time jobs and putting peo-
ple out of work.

Such consequences defy the
character which Manpower
Services Commission laid
down for the scheme.

At the moment there are
more than 800 youngsters
(between 18 and 18) in the
Rhondda employed on a YOP
scheme. There are 788
youngsters (between 18 and
18) out of work altogether.

And with more young peo-
ple coming out of school onto
an ever decreasing job
market, the Government are
talking about ploughing more
money into this and similar
schemes to ‘find work’ for

young people.
The scheme was never

designed to fix
employment, 1
perience of wc
people so thi
better equippec
job.

But for man
who left school
a YOP scheme
them with the
have had —- wh
cynical impres:
scheme is usefi
unemploymer
lower than they

Rhondda’s ca
Mr. Brian Mo
thought the Nevw
was unfair i
reporter was i
ding schemes
was abuse.

“At the monr
inoking at ways
the guality of tt
portunities Prog
said. “These 2
been pointed
doubt will be inv

| closures
th scheme

By LYNNE WALSH

can"t afford to lose bospital
beds in the Rhondda ™

The AHA's argument in
favour of maternity services
based 2t one hospital was that
a complete 24-hour care
wouild be difficuit to provide
at more than one base.

Mrs. Val Williams said:
“They make it sound as
though most women have dif-

ficult deliveries — it's not. ge

meeting that
were employed
would go wher
told.”

“But they do
now,” she said.

Mrs. Williams
should be lookin,
make better use
hospitals, instea¢
new ones. T




